INTRODUCTION The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is developing regulations that would establish requirements for discharging synthetic-based drill cuttings from offshore wells into the ocean.
Justification for allowing discharges of these cuttings is that the environmental impacts from discharging drilling wastes into the ocean may be less harmiil than the impacts from hauling them to shore for disposal. In the past, some onshore commercial facilities that disposed of these cuttings were improperly managed and operated and lefi behind environmental problems. This report provides background information on commercial waste disposal facilities in Texas, Louisian~CalKorni~and Alaska that received or may have received offshore driUingwastes in the past and are now undergoing cleanup. 
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